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there are wicked men, enemies to God, and malig-
nant towards their fellow-creatures, who take plea-
sure, and often succeed, in seducing others to the
commission of evil. Why then should it be deemed
incredible, that there may be spiritual intelligences
of similar propensities, who may in like manner be
permitted to tempt men to the practice of sin? Surely
we may retort upon our opponents the charge of
absurdity, and justly accuse them of gross incon-
sistency, in admitting, without difficulty, the existence
and operation of these qualities in a being like man,
compounded of matter and spirit, and yet denying
them in a purely spiritual being, in direct contra-
diction to the authority of Scripture, which they
allow to be conclusive, when they cannot pretend for
a moment that there is any thing belonging to the
nature of matter to which these qualities naturally
adhere.
But it is needless to dilate further on a topic
which, however it may excite the ridicule of the in-
considerate, will suggest matter of serious apprehen-
sion to all who form their opinions on a sincere and
imparbiai examination of the word of God. It fills
up the measure of our natural misery and helpless-
ness. Such then being our condition, thus depraved
and weakened within, and tempted from without, it
may well fill our hearts with anxiety to reflect, " that
the day will come," when "the heavens being on
fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat;'1 "when the dead, small and
great, shall stand before the tribunal of God," and
we shall have to give account of all things done in
the body. We are naturally prompted to turn over
the page of revelation with solicitude, in order to
discover the attributes and character of our Judge;
but these only serve to turn painful apprehension
into fixed and certain terror.

